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Pharmacy Week focuses on safe medicine use 

Use medicine safely is the message that the South 

African Pharmacy Council is sending to all South 

Africans during National Pharmacy Week which 

runs from September 5 to 11. 

“Pharmacists are not always recognised for the 

pivotal role they play in the healthcare profession,” 

said Amos Masango, Registrar/CEO of the South 

African Pharmacy Council. “Every time your 

pharmacist fills a prescription, they are providing a 

professional advisory and primary healthcare 

service which is an integral part of the healthcare 

continuum in our country.” 

The SAPC is hoping that National Pharmacy Week, 

coupled with the 2nd National Pharmacy 

Conference in Durban in October, will help to raise public awareness of the profession. 

“We are not just the people who hand over your pills. We are there to answer your 

questions,” he said. “Pharmacy is a multidimensional profession that is embracing 

genetic medicine and nanotechnology while still providing primary care for every single 

patient who walks through the door.” 

This year’s theme, Use Medicine Safely, is designed to encourage patients to ask their 
pharmacists how to use their medicines so that they give the best possible outcomes. 

  
The week is being promoted by a poster in nine of the official South African languages 
(http://www.sapc.za.org/D_phweek.asp) which uses red, orange and green to convey 
the three steps a patient should take to ensure the safe use of their medication. 

  
The red light, “STOP, ask yourself”, urges the patient to ensure they understand why 
they are taking the medicine. The orange light, “ASK your pharmacist”, recommends 
the patient ask the pharmacist for information on the safe use and storage of the 
medicine. The green light, “GO, and get well”, indicates the pharmacist has given the 
patient advice on the safe use, storage and disposal of the medicine. 

  

http://www.sapc.za.org/D_phweek.asp
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In October, the message of the 

importance of pharmacy will be 

further reinforced when 1300 

pharmacists from around South 

Africa meet to discuss the future of 

their profession at the ICC in 

Durban. 

“Delegates will meet to shape the 

future of pharmacy. We will be 

reinforcing and debating our 

vision for our profession,” 

Masango said. “We will be 

identifying stepping stones on the road to Pharmacy 2030  - a worldwide initiative to 

ensure that there are sufficient pharmacists to meet the needs of all people.” 

The conference sessions include: 

 Utilising technology to improve pharmaceutical services 

 Education legislation and its impact on pharmacy 

 Innovative ways for delivery of medicines 

 Cost of malpractice to healthcare profession 

 Pharmacy collaborating with other complementary and alternative health 

professions including traditional healers 

 Adding value without monetary expectations 

 Human Resources in Pharmacy : Progress to date 

 National Health Insurance : Progress to date 

end 

For more information or for interviews, please contact PJ Ramoenyane at 

pj@hippocommunications.com or Lynne Smit at lynne@hippocommunications.com or 

call 021 554 6270. 

mailto:pj@hippocommunications.com
mailto:lynne@hippocommunications.com

