
'All unions should rally behind NHI' 

 

COSATU has warned that public-private partnerships in the implementation of National 

Health Insurance will be a route to corruption. Following its central executive committee 

meeting, the country's biggest labour organisation said outsourcing of administration for NHI 

would lead to failure to deliver good health service to South Africans. Cosatu's statement is 

based on many public-private partnerships or outsourcing of jobs in government that had led 

to business making a profit without completing the required work. Cosatu called for the 

disbandment of all medical schemes and to channel resources towards the NHI. It also came 

out in support of the ANC national executive committee decision that the government should 

move fast to process the establishment of a state-owned pharmaceutical company. The ANC 

stated that South Africa was among the highest ranking in the use of ARVs. There was 

therefore a need to supply locally produced medicines. Cosatu's general secretary Zwelinzima 

Vavi said the union welcomed the government's Green Paper on NHI because it reaffirmed 

all citizens' right to healthcare. He said Cosatu has held a series of meetings with Health 

Minister Aaron Motsoaledi about the challenges of implementing the NHI. Vavi said the 

private sector had access to funding and resources far in excess of those of communities and 

civil society which gave them a strong voice. He said the NHI would not see the light of the 

day without consistent campaigning for its implementation by unions putting pressure and 

raising issues at public level. Vavi said the NHI should rather be funded via general revenue, 

payroll- linked progressive contribution tax and contribution by employers. He said no 

additional levies must be made through VAT to fund NHI. He acknowledged that capacity 

might be a problem but community health workers should be absorbed into the system. Vavi 

said community health workers must be formally integrated into posts within the public 

healthcare system. Their role, training and regulation should be formalised and standardised. 
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