
Health Minister unfazed 

 

THE Minister of Health, Aaron Motsoaledi, is not letting any criticism faze him. Yesterday 

he bluntly pointed out that people who were still criticising the National Health Insurance 

(NHI) were wasting their time. He has moved on with NHI, watching its phased 

implementation. He is moving ahead to implement other programmes. At the post State of the 

Nation address briefing for the social cluster in Cape Town, Motsoaledi announced that a 

new kind of contraceptive, an under the skin implant, would be launched next month. There 

has never been any implant contraceptive in South Africa. The implant is replaceable after 

three years. While it cost approximately R1 700 in the private sector, Motsoaledi said it 

would be available free in the public hospitals. About 550 000 Grade 4 female pupils will 

receive the human papilloma virus vaccine across the country next month. It will be routine 

for them to receive this annually to prevent them from getting cervical cancer later in their 

lives. 

 

Another new programme designated for this year will be the screening of all prison inmates 

and their families for the tuberculosis (TB) virus. Mineworkers and communities living 

around mines will also be a part of the Department of Health's unprecedented screening 

exercise for TB using the new automated diagnostic test, GeneXpert. GeneXpert has been 

around for only three years and out of the 4.2 million global tests conducted using it; 

Motsoaledi said half of them had been done in South Africa. Because a large number of 

miners come from neighbouring countries such as Lesotho and Mozambique, the Minister 

has reached an agreement to work with other ministers in the Southern African Development 

Community. The conference that is planned to take place this year will bring together all 

ministers of health, labour, mining and finance with an aim to suggest a common treatment 

protocol, common database, common referral patterns and cross-border clinics for TB 

patients. 
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